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Ethics Experts. 
Parker Shaffie attorneys frequently 
serve as expert consultants sharing 
their knowledge of legal ethics, custom 
and practice and best practices with 
law firms, in-house counsel, general 
counsel and law firm management.

•	 A leader in California 
professional liability law 

•	 Experienced trial attorneys and 
litigators with a proven track 
record for both plaintiff and 
defense 

•	 Decades of experience and 
expertise to help navigate 
complex ethical issues

We represent plaintiffs and defendants and provide 
consulting and litigation (including expert witness) 
services throughout California in ethics matters. We 
also provide CLE and MCLE-certified programs to 
law firms.

Complex Problem Solvers.
We solve problems, provide independent counsel, 
perform ethics audits and provide advice on a range 
of ethical issues:

•	 Representing Parties in Attorney-Client Fee Disputes 
•	 Response to State Bar Investigations 
•	 Retainer Agreement Reviews/Audits 
•	 Conflict of Interest Identification
•	 Avoidance & Management
•	 State Bar Complaints
•	 Intra-firm Migration
•	 Ethical Screens
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Shawn Shaffie
Partner

Joel A. Osman
Senior Counsel

David B. Parker
Founding Partner

David Parker is a founding partner of Parker Shaffie. He is a 
nationally recognized expert in professional liability, including 
legal malpractice and ethics. He has served as sole, lead or 
co-lead of dozens of jury and nonjury trials and briefed and 
argued more than 50 appeals and writ proceedings. He has 
been called on as an expert witness in nearly 200 cases 
involving standard of care, professional responsibility and 
ethics and conflicts of interest. Mr. Parker has authored or co-
authored over 50 articles, primarily on legal liability and ethics 
and regularly speaks on ethics/liability issues at national, 
state and local bar association meetings.
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Shawn Shaffie, partner at Parker Shaffie, focuses his practice 
on all aspects of litigation, business and deal-making with 
an emphasis on professional liability concerning attorneys, 
accountants and other business professionals. He has 
favorably resolved numerous multi-million-dollar lawsuits 
and arbitrations in a variety of substantive areas including 
entertainment, contracts and finance, risk management and 
loss prevention. Mr. Shaffie was named to the list of Southern 
California Super Lawyers, Rising Stars for seven years in a row.  
He’s written extensively in legal publications on ethics-related 
subjects.
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Joel Osman, Joel A. Osman, senior counsel at Parker 
Shaffie, concentrates his practice on litigation and trials. His 
professional activities include membership in the Los Angeles 
County Bar Association’s Professional Responsibility and Ethics 
Committee (where he was previously the chairperson). He is a 
frequent speaker on ethics issues before bar associations and 
other legal organizations.
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PUBLICATIONS (More Online) 

The California Rules of Professional 
Conduct: The Good, the Bad, and the 
Utterly Confusing, Los Angeles
County Bar Update, May 2005
 
Legal Ethics and the Limited Liability Company, Lorman 
Educational Services, “LLCs: Advising Small
Business Start-Ups and Larger Companies in California”, 
July-August 2005

Ethics and Entertainment Law in California: The 
Essentials, Film & Television Law Conferences, 
sponsored by CLE International, June 2004, updated 
June 2005

PUBLICATIONS (More Online)
 
When Candor and Confidentiality 
Collide, Daily Journal, December 20, 2019

Ethics: Dos and Don’ts for Lawyers 
Managing Online Profiles, Daily Journal, November 25, 
2019

Balancing Ethical Duties When a Client’s Claims Lack 
Merit, Daily Journal, October 7, 2019 
 
Bar Endorses Attorneys Consulting with Firm In-House 
Counsel, Daily Journal, September 9, 2019

PUBLICATIONS (More Online)
 
I Cannot Tell a Lie--Attorneys and Rules 
Regarding Truth Telling, Los Angeles 
County Bar Association, County Bar 
Update 2019

Legal Ethics in Everyday Practice, State Bar of California 
Online MCLE Self Study published October 2017

Attorneys and the Rule of Law: Navigating the Gaps 
between Ethics and Moral Conviction Los Angeles 
County Bar Association, County Bar Update 2017
class actions, and nonprofit litigation.
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